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deglutition, and in gargarisms of borax. The disease disappeared entirely in 
a few days. Its source could not be discovered. 

Adenoid Vegetations in the Pharynx. 

Db. Krakauer, of Berlin, reviews (Berliner him. WocJi., February 4,1889) 
the various methods of removing these growths, and presents a new form of 
scraper which seems to be admirably adapted to its purpose. The blade of 
the instrument is curved backward upon the stem, and is convex from side to 
side, so as to avoid injuring the pharyngeal extremities of the Eustachian 
tube, the terminal convex edge alone being sharp. It is intended to be 
hooked into the anterior portions of the morbid growths and to scrape them 
off with a pull downward. The blade measures J inch from side to side, and 
| inch from front to back. The same instrument suffices for children and 
adults alike. In more than forty cases in which Dr. Krakauer has used it, 
only one or two tugs, and at most three, have sufficed to remove the entire 
mass of vegetations, which, in many instances, had acquired the volume of the 
phalanx of the thumb. It is claimed that the instrument will not shave off 
healthy mucous membrane. 

While instruments of this scraping class enable large masses of adenoid 
growths to be removed rapidly, the fact should not be ignored that several 
serious and alarming accidents have occurred with them from the dropping of 
the removed or detached fragments into the larynx, and that at least one 
author has reported a fatal instance under his own hand. Instruments that 
bring away whatever is removed are far safer, even though the immediate 
results may be less brilliant in the majority of cases. 

Intubation in Laryngeal Diphtheria. 

Db. Dillon Brown, of New York, gives (W. Y. Med. Journal, March 9, 
1889) an analytical table of 200 patients operated upon by him, all but 1 of 
them in consultation practice, of whom 54, or 2" per cent., recovered. He 
also appends a combined table of 2368 cases with 647 recoveries, or 27.3 per 
cent. This shows that his own experience has furnished a very accurate 
representation of the efficacy of the procedure. This is the most valuable 
statistical record that has appeared. Dr. Dillon furnishes several tabular 
charts of his own cases, showing the relative numbers and proportions of 
deaths from various causes; the percentages of recoveries according to the 
duration of laryngeal symptoms before the operation became necessary; the 
percentages of recoveries according to similar duration of pharyngeal or post¬ 
nasal diphtheria; the percentages of recoveries according to age; and the 
percentages of recoveries for each month of the years 1885 to 1888. 

His results indicate that those cases are the most favorable in which the 
progress of the stenosis is slow; that cases in which the membrane is absent 
from the pharynx or posterior nares are rather more fatal than those in which 
the membrane is present; that the death-rate is high in patients over eight 
years of age, because an unusually severe type of diphtheria is requisite to 
cause sufficient stenosis to need operative interference; and that variations in 
the results in different years are due in part to maturer experience in the 
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later years, but more so to variations in the type of the disease during the 
different winters. Of the last 115 cases operated on by Dr. Dillon, 50 were 
treated withont bichloride of mercury, of whom 24 per cent, recovered; and 
65 with it, of whom 36.9 per cent, recovered; thus convincing him of the value 
of that drug in the medicinal treatment of diphtheria. 

Lipoma of the Larynx. 

Dr. P. M’Bride {Edinburgh Med. Joum., February, 1889) reports two cases 
of this rarity. In one instance a man had a pale pink rounded tumor, the 
size of a pigeon’s egg, behind the tongue. It was attached to the epiglottis. 
About one-half was excised with scissors. The remainder was removed with 
the electro-caustic snare. It was found to be a fibro-lipoma. The stump 
had a broad attachment to the right vallecula and adjacent part of the dorsum 
linguae. Recrudescence took place, and in five months it was as large as at 
first, and was again snared with the electro-caustic loop, and withdrawn as 
though it had been enucleated and not excised. In'the other instance, a man 
seventy-one years of age, had a pale pink tumor, the size of a bantam’s egg, 
overlying the left arytenoid cartilage. It was seized with a vulsellum, and 
excised with the electro-cautery snare. Its pedicle was narrow, and had been 
attached to the outer part of the right pyriform sinus. It had a distinct 
capsule. 

These tumors, it will be seen, belong to the class of pharyngo-laryngeal and 
linguo-laryngeal growths, external to the larynx proper. All the reported 
cases, as far as the compiler’s memory serves, have been extra-laryngeal save 
one recorded by von Bruns; and all with one exception have occurred in males. 
It would be interesting to investigate the histologic cause of apparent im¬ 
munity for the sex. 

Artificial Openings into the Larynx. 

Dr. Furundarena-Labat, of Tolosa, reports {Rev. Mens, de Lar., Feb¬ 
ruary, 1889) a satisfactory performance of intercrieo-thyroid laryngotomy for 
encephaloid carcinoma of the larynx in a man sixty-seven years of age; the 
opening having permitted the introduction of a canula one-third inch in 
diameter. The skin and premembranous tissues were severed with a Faquelin 
thermo-cautery; the membrane with a bistoury. There was not the slightest 
effusion of blood. 


On Curetting Laryngeal Growths. 

Prof. F. Massei, of Naples (Joum. Lar. and Rhin., February, 1889), refers 
to the recommendation of curettes, by von Bruns, in 1865, in his work on 
Laryngoscopy and Laryngoscopic Surgery, and to the plain, sharp spoons and 
the scissor-like scrapers used by Rossi, of Romd (Lo Sperimentale, February, 
1887). He cites an instance in which Wroblewski successfully removed a 
large papilloma from the lower part of the epiglottis by a single curetting, 
after having performed tracheotomy. He then mentions the value of the 
curettes used by Heryng for scraping away tuberculous portions of the 
larynx, which he has used with success in removing papillomas both large 



